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Designs for  
the People 



8   

Public Designs for 
the New Address 

System 

Aesthetic Value for 
the Street 
Environment 

Visual Standard 
for the Public 

Designs 

Extend National 
Identity with Visual 
Experience 

P A 

V E 

NATIONAL 
STANDARD 

DESIGNS 
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KATS 
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(USA) 

California State 
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Northridge 
(USA) 

Hong Kong 
Polytechnic 
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(China) 

Univ. College of 
the Creative Arts 

(UK) 

KIDP 

MTIE 

MOIS 
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Engineers 

Street Name Signs 
Building Number Signs 

Information Signs 
Directories 

Forms 
Shapes 

Typography 
Colors 

Contents 

Design 
Guideline 

Manual 
Templates 
Strategy 

Info Hierarchy 
Aesthetic Values 

Durability 
Economy 

Installations 

NATIONAL 
STANDARD 

DESIGNS 
M I C R O  D E S I G N  

S T U D I E S  
M A C R O  D E S I G N  

S T U D I E S  

OPERATIVE 
NETWORK 

RESEARCH 
SUPPORT 

F U N C T I O N  &  A E S T H E T I C  

C O O P E R A T I V E  N E T W O R K  

KOREA 
G O V E R N M E N T S  &  
P R O F E S S I O N A L S  

OVERSEAS 
U N I V E R S I T I E S  &  
P R O F E S S I O N A L S  
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FEATURES LOT NAME ADDRESS  (OLD)  STREET NAME ADDRESS  (NEW)  

N O TAT I O N  •  Land and Lot • Street Name and Building Number 

F U N C T I O N  
•  Land management 
• Property Protection 

• Position Information 
• Address Signification 

C H A R A C T E R I S T I C S  

•  Inconvenient wayfinding 
• Random address arrangement 
• Overlapped address 
• Disordered Logistics Industry 

• Easy wayfinding 
• Predicted address arrangement 
• Predicted address 
• Ordered Logistics Industry 

H I S TO RY 
•  1918 during the Japanese colonial 

era 

•  July 29, 2011 National Court Notice 
•  January 1, 2014 Full implementation of 

Street Name Address 

NEW ADDRESS SYSTEM 
IN KOREA 

F O R  B E T T E R  N A T I O N  
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8 
MAJOR 

MICRO DESIGN 
STUDIES 

Exclusive 
Colors 

Exclusive 
Typography 

Exclusive 
Shapes 

Exclusive 
Layouts 

Exclusive 
Forms 

Exclusive 
Mechanicals 

Exclusive 
Arrows 

Exclusive 
Materials 

01 

02 

03 
04 

05 

06 

07 

08 

MICRO DESIGN 
STUDIES 

F O R  E X C L U S I V E  D E S I G N S  
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Natural Lines and 
Shapes 
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Letter Sizes and 
Spaces 
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EYESIGHT & READABIL ITY TEST 

SURVEY TARGET 
30 people with 0.2~0.5 Eyesight 
Based on the Korea Road Traffic Act (0.5 or above) 

SURVEY OBJECTIVES 
Best type size and reading distance 

U S E R S  F O R  P E D E S T R I A N S  F O R  D R I V E R S  T Y P E  S I Z E  C R I T E R I A  
Distance 10m 20m 30m 40m 50m 
Type Size 
(mm) 

Regular 
Sans Serif 

New Sans 
Serif 

Regular 
Sans Serif 

New Sans 
Serif 

Regular 
Sans Serif 

New Sans 
Serif 

Regular 
Sans Serif 

New Sans 
Serif 

Regular 
Sans Serif 

New Sans 
Serif 

40 X X X X X X X X X X 
50 X X X X X X X X X X 
60 X O X X X X X X X X 
70 O O X X X X X X X X 70 for Directory Signs 
80 O O X X X X X X X X 
90 O O X O X X X X X X 

100 O O O O X X X X X X 100 for Pedestrians 
125 O O O O X X X X X X 
140 O O O O X O X X X X 140 for Drivers 35 
150 O O O O X O X X X X 
175 O O O O O O X X X X 184 for Drivers 45 

200 O O O O O O X X X X 
225 O O O O O O X O X X 
250 O O O O O O O O X O 
275 O O O O O O O O O O 
300 O O O O O O O O O O 300 for Drivers 70 
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END POINTS STREET NAME SIGN FOR PEDESTRIANS 

END POINTS STREET NAME SIGN FOR PEDESTRIANS 
ROMAN 

LETTERS 
BUILDING NUMBERS 

1 DIGIT 2 DIGITS 3 DIGITS 4 DIGITS 
9 700 700 700 700 

10 700 700 700 700 
11 700 700 900 900 
12 700 900 900 900 
13 900 900 900 900 
14 900 900 900 900 
15 900 900 900 1050 
16 900 900 1050 1050 
17 1050 1050 1050 1050 
18 1050 1050 1050 1050 
19 1050 1050 1050 1050 
20 1050 1050 1050 1050 
21 1050 1050 1050 1050 
22 1050 1050 1050 1050 
23 1050 1050 1050 1050 
24 1050 1050 1050 1050 
25 1050 1050 1050 1050 
26 1050 1050 1050 1050 
27 1050 1050 1050 1050 
28 1050 1050 1050 1050 
29 1050 1050 1050 1050 
30 1050 1050 1050 1050 
31 1050 1050 1050 1050 
32 1050 1050 1050 1050 
33 1050 1050 1050 1050 
34 1050 1050 1050 1050 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE 0PT 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE 0PT 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE 0PT 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE -100PT 

ROMAN 60% 
LETTERSPACE -100PT 

ROMAN 50% 
LETTERSPACE -120PT 
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DIRECTION STREET NAME SIGN FOR PEDESTRIANS 

DIRECTION STREET NAME SIGN FOR PEDESTRIANS 
ROMAN 

LETTERS 
BUILDING NUMBERS 

1 DIGIT 2 DIGITS 3 DIGITS 4 DIGITS 
9 950 950 950 950 

10 950 950 950 1150 
11 950 950 950 1150 
12 950 950 1150 1150 
13 950 950 1150 1300 
14 950 950 1150 1300 
15 950 1150 1150 1300 
16 950 1150 1150 1300 
17 1150 1150 1300 1300 
18 1150 1150 1300 1300 
19 1150 1300 1300 1300 
20 1150 1300 1300 1300 
21 1150 1300 1300 1300 
22 1300 1300 1300 1300 
23 1300 1300 1300 1300 
24 1300 1300 1300 1300 
25 1300 1300 1300 1300 
26 1300 1300 1300 1300 
27 1300 1300 1300 1300 
28 1300 1300 1300 1300 
29 1300 1300 1300 1300 
30 1300 1300 1300 1300 
31 1300 1300 1300 1300 
32 1300 1300 1300 1300 
33 1300 1300 1300 1300 
34 1300 1300 1300 1300 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE 0PT 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE 0PT 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE -100PT 

ROMAN 60% 
LETTERSPACE -50PT 
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END POINTS STREET NAME SIGN FOR DRIVERS 

END POINTS STREET NAME SIGN FOR DRIVERS 
ROMAN 

LETTERS 
BUILDING NUMBERS 

1 DIGIT 2 DIGITS 3 DIGITS 4 DIGITS 
9 1950 1950 1950 2250 

10 1950 2250 2250 2250 
11 2250 2250 2250 2250 
12 2250 2250 2250 2250 
13 2250 2250 2250 3050 
14 2250 2250 2250 3050 
15 2250 2250 3050 3050 
16 2250 3050 3050 3050 
17 3050 3050 3050 3050 
18 3050 3050 3050 3050 
19 3050 3050 3050 3050 
20 3050 3050 3050 3050 
21 3050 3050 3050 3050 
22 3050 3050 3050 3050 
23 3050 3050 3050 3050 
24 3050 3050 3050 3050 
25 3050 3050 3050 3050 
26 3050 3050 3050 3050 
27 3050 3050 3050 3050 
28 3050 3050 3050 3050 
29 3050 3050 3050 3050 
30 3050 3050 3050 3050 
31 3050 3050 3050 3050 
32 3050 3050 3050 3050 
33 3050 3050 3050 3050 
34 3050 3050 3050 3050 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE 0PT 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE 0PT 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE -100PT 

ROMAN 60% 
LETTERSPACE -100PT 

ROMAN 50% 
LETTERSPACE -100PT 



20   

DIRECTION STREET NAME SIGN FOR DRIVERS 

DIRECTION STREET NAME SIGN FOR DRIVERS 
ROMAN 

LETTERS 
BUILDING NUMBERS 

1 DIGIT 2 DIGITS 3 DIGITS 4 DIGITS 
9 2750 2750 2750 3350 

10 2750 2750 2750 3350 
11 2750 2750 3350 3350 
12 2750 2750 3350 3350 
13 2750 3350 3350 3850 
14 2750 3350 3350 3850 
15 2750 3350 3350 3850 
16 3350 3350 3850 3850 
17 3350 3350 3850 3850 
18 3350 3350 3850 3850 
19 3350 3850 3850 3850 
20 3850 3850 3850 3850 
21 3850 3850 3850 3850 
22 3850 3850 3850 3850 
23 3850 3850 3850 3850 
24 3850 3850 3850 3850 
25 3850 3850 3850 3850 
26 3850 3850 3850 3850 
27 3850 3850 3850 3850 
28 3850 3850 3850 3850 
29 3850 3850 3850 3850 
30 3850 3850 3850 3850 
31 3850 3850 3850 3850 
32 3850 3850 3850 3850 
33 3850 3850 3850 3850 
34 3850 3850 3850 3850 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE 0PT 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE 0PT 

ROMAN 60% 
LETTERSPACE -100PT 

ROMAN 60% 
LETTERSPACE -50PT 

ROMAN 100% 
LETTERSPACE -100PT 
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Comfortable 
Negative Spaces 
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Structures 

Contents Street Name (Hangeul) 
The street name is a recurring 
element and is the largest of 
the contents of the sign. 

Street Name (Roman) 
The street name is a recurring 
element and 70% of the height of 
the street name in Hangeul. 

Building Number 
Current location point guide 
One direction sign: 45% of Korean street names 
Two directions sign: 70% of Korean street names  

Margin Space  
White space separates 
visual elements into a 
clean and organized layout. 

Visual Boundary Line 
White border provides visual 
separation from the various 
surrounding building materials 
and objects 

Directional Shape 
Utilized the curve shape of 
traditional clothes to smooth 
shape of the street name sign. 

Round Corner 
Round corners make 
smooth street name 
sign form 
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Structures 

Contents Street Name (Hangeul) 
The street name is a recurring 
element and is the largest of 
the contents of the sign. 

Street Name (Roman) 
The street name is a recurring 
element and 70% of the height of 
the street name in Hangeul. 

Building Number 
Current location point guide 
One direction sign: 45% of Korean street names 
Two directions sign: 70% of Korean street names  

Margin Space  
White space separates 
visual elements into a 
clean and organized layout. 

Visual Boundary Line 
White border provides visual 
separation from the various 
surrounding building materials 
and objects 

Directional Shape 
Utilized the curve shape of 
traditional clothes to smooth 
shape of the street name sign. 

Round Corner 
Round corners make 
smooth street name 
sign form 
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Storytelling and 
Communication 
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Structures Contents The Shape of a House 

Street Name (Hangeul) 
Street names are 
recurring elements and 
are smaller than building 
numbers to highlight 
unique building numbers. 
 

Street Name (Roman) 
Street Name Indication 
for Foreigners 
 

Building Number 
Building number is the 
essential part of the 
building number plate 
and the priority for the 
visual hierarchy. 

Visual Element Boundary Line 
It serves as visual identification 
of the building's number and is 

used for repeated content or 
discriminating against share 

the contents. 

Image Space  
Add local symbol images in 

some cases 
 

Round Corner 
Round corners make 

smooth building number 
sign form 

Visual Boundary Line 
White border provides visual 

separation from the various 
surrounding building 
materials and objects 
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Structures Contents The Shape of a Package 

Street Name (Hangeul) 
Street names are 
recurring elements and 
are smaller than building 
numbers to highlight 
unique building numbers. 
 

Street Name (Roman) 
Street Name Indication 
for Foreigners 
 

Building Number 
Building number is the 
essential part of the 
building number plate 
and the priority for the 
visual hierarchy. 

Visual Boundary Line 
Blue border provides visual 
separation from the various 

surrounding building 
materials and objects 

Image Space  
Add local symbol images in 

some cases 
 

Round Corner 
Round corners make smooth 

building number sign form 
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Structures Contents The Shape of a ‘Gad’ 

National Standard 
Pictogram 
Use national standard 
pictogram markers for 
tourist areas to help tourists 
predict the location. 

Street Name (Roman) 
Street Name Indication for 
Foreigners 
 

Building Number 
Building number is the 
essential part of the 
building number plate and 
the priority for the visual 
hierarchy. 

Visual Element Boundary Line 
It serves as visual identification 
of the building's number and is 

used for repeated content or 
discriminating against share 

the contents. 

Image Space  
Add local symbol images in 

some cases 
 

Round Corner 
Round corners make 

smooth building number 
sign form 

Visual Boundary Line 
Brown border provides visual 

separation from the various 
surrounding building 
materials and objects 

Street Name (Hangeul) 
Street names are recurring 
elements and are smaller 
than building numbers to 
highlight unique building 
numbers. 
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Structures Contents The Shape of a Shield 

National Standard 
Pictogram 
Use national standard 
pictogram markers for 
tourist areas to help tourists 
predict the location. 

Street Name (Roman) 
Street Name Indication for 
Foreigners 
 

Building Number 
Building number is the 
essential part of the 
building number plate and 
the priority for the visual 
hierarchy. Visual Boundary Line 

Blue border provides visual 
separation from the various 

surrounding building 
materials and objects 

Image Space  
Add local symbol images in 

some cases 
 

Street Name (Hangeul) 
Street names are recurring 
elements and are smaller 
than building numbers to 
highlight unique building 
numbers. 
 

Visual Element Boundary Line 
It serves as visual identification 
of the building's number and is 

used for repeated content or 
discriminating against share the 

contents.  



29   



30   



31   



32   



33   

8 
MAJOR 

MACRO DESIGN 
STUDIES 

Simulation Preference Study & 
Field Installation Study 

Typography and Sign Size 
Reference Study 

Analysis of Domestic 
and Foreign Cases 

Design Preference Study 
(Korea, China, USA, and UK) 

The Rationality of 
Regional Classification 

Preference of the Design of 
New Address System  
(Korea, China, USA, and UK) 

The Design Preference of 
Regional Characteristics 

Wayfinding Preference Study 
(Korea, China, USA, and UK) 

MACRO DESIGN 
STUDIES 

F O R  S T A N D A R D  D E S I G N S  
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TYPOGRAPHY 
IN THE STREET 
ENVIRONMENT 

F O R  T H E  I D E N T I T Y  

Local culture and environment of Korea are 

diverse. Diverse and unique local culture and the 

environment coexist to make Korea culture. 

Based on this perspective, the Street Name Signs 

and Building Number Signs need a unique 

design system with a strong visual expression. 
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DESIGN AS 
CULTURE 
CODES 

F O R  T H E  I D E N T I T Y  

The aesthetic value of Korea is a harmony 

between the beauty of the curvilinear line 

and the honesty of the straight line. The basic 

form of designs emphasizing the bipolar 

harmony between 'Eum' and 'Yang' of Korea. 

It differentiates from the world and helps to 

improve the national brand image and pride. 
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Thank You 

You are always welcome to contact me.  
 
A L B E R T  Y O U N G  C H O I ,  P H . D .  
P R O F E S S O R  
H A N Y A N G  U N I V E R S I T Y  E R I C A  C A M P U S  
S O U T H  K O R E A  

alber t@alber tyoungchoi .com 

alber tyoungchoi .com 

facebook.com/Alber t inyoungchoi  

l inkedin.com/ in/a lber t -young-choi  

instagram.com/alber tychoi  




